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Havana, or some port in railroad communication with Havana,
at all hazards, and that Cienfuegos was its objective. There
is no doubt of this impression in the Navy Department, as is
indicated in its letter of May 16, 1898, to Admiral Sampson,
the P. S. of which is:

"The last telegram received concerning the Spanish fleet is as follows:

"'Fleet has munitions essential defense Havana. Orders imperative
reach Havana, Cienfuegos, or railroad port connected Havana at all hazards.'

"Commodore Reme}7 was directed to send you this immediately by a
fast vessel as per copy of telegram we send him herewith:

"' Sampson due vicinity of Lobos Key, 17th, so send instantly your fastest
vessel to inform him that department has just heard that Spanish fleet has
munitions essential to defense of Havana, and the Spanish orders are Im-
perative to reach Havana, Cienfuegos, or railroad port connected with Havana
at all hazards, and as Cienfuegos appears the only port fulfilling the conditions,
Schley, with Brooklyn, Massachusetts, and Texas, to arrive Key West morning
18th, will be sent to Cienfuegos as soon as possible, so Admiral Sampson take
or send his heavy ships to Havana blockade.7"

It was this latter letter that impressed Sampson with the
importance of Cienfuegos as the objective of the Spanish fleet.
It certainly had impressed Mr. Long, or Ms advisers, to the
same effect. But the inexplicable fact remains that the com-
mander of the Flying Squadron was subjected to official com-
plaint and inquiry for being impressed in similar manner by
this department information!

The conformation of the land about Cienfuegos, and the tor-
tuous channel leading into the port, made it impossible to see
into the harbor from the outside.

Although the subject of signals that had been arranged with
the Cuban insurgents was discussed at the interview of May
18th,, no such arrangements were known to the commander-in-
chief at that time, and it was not until the Marblehead joined
the Flying Squadron, on May 24th, that the fact of such arrange-
ment came to the knowledge of the commander of the Flying
Squadron.

There were no signals made from the hills east or west of
Cienfuegos, except on the night of May 23d; and whether the
lights seen then were made by Cuban insurgents or Spaniards
never has been known. The inquiry, in September, 1901, pro-age, town andof such trips.being. Hererom their fishing grounds nor tempted
